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FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

The Church and Society in Austintown, holding the 
Abrahamic faith, to the Northern Association ot 
Universalists, in Ohio, send Greeting : 

Brethren and dearly belored, 

“Grace be unto you and peace from God om 
Father, and from our Lord Jesus Christ.” We 
esteem it a privilege, as well as a duty, to address 
vou on this occasion by letter. In communicating 
io you the progress of the great cause in our Vici- 
nity, We state, that in this township there are many 
persons who publicly acknowledge themselves ad- 
vocates of the heart cheering doctrines, not of an 
infinite devil and endless hell, but a mortally wound- 
ed devil, a prelude to his destruction, and an ephe- 
meral hell, shortly to die in the lake of the refiner’s 
ive. Others there are, who in sentiment are friends 
to truth, but through fearfuluess hide themselves 
mong the rubbish of mystical Babylon, as did 
\dam among the trees of the garden; but verily, 
‘hen Jesus shall search every hiding place with the 
seven lights burning before the throne of God, the 
seven attributes of Jehovah, then will they be 
shamed of that which is indeed shameful, and 
clory in that which is truly glorious. 

Of the young and rising generation, there are 
many whose minds are fast ripening to become 
living stones in the great temple about to be erected 
on the gospel mount, by the grand Master Builder, 
framed onthe chief corner stone, Jesus Christ. In 
prespect, we can view their minds, like tender plants 
by many waters, growing up hastily to the maturity 
of gospel perfection. On such we greatly depend ; 
it is easier to rear a plant unshakled in growth, than 
one too trequently nipped with the deadly frost of 
antichristianity. The great Cause, supported by 
Heaven, moves majestically, while error retreats. 
A believer truly baptized into the spirit of his faith, 
with Christ, stands invulnerable to all the shafts of 
error. We in prospect can view a total overthrow 
in the enemies camp. Some are actually pros- 
trated, others flying behind their breast-works; in 
front, there appears to be a general consternation 
in the whole body, they contending with each other. 

This is an important period indeed. If one had 
predicted twenty years ago, the great progress of 
the glorious cause, which has actually taken place 
in this our day, would not he have been pronounced 
afit subject for bedlam? Then a believer would 
hardly dare to divulge his sentiments to his family ; 
now, multitudes are publicly engaged in proclaim- 
ing the glad tidings on the house tops; their minds 
soaring far above the antichristian hemisphere. 
Notwithstanding the great degree ef light exter- 








nally displayed through these heralds of life, yet it 
can truly be said that they stand as antitypes to 
Gideon’s pitchers of old, the burning lamps within, 
so far exceeding all external appearances, as it 
were ready to burst the sable shell, and shine forth 
with the effulgence of immortality, bringing swift 
destruction on the multitude of the antitypical 
Midianites. Verily, the dream with its interpreta- 
tion is already whispered in the ears of many, of 
the barley loaf tumbling into the samp of antichris- 
tianity. While the light appears, by rending the 
pitchers, or old systems, the trump proclaims * the 
sword of the Lord and Gideon:” a display of the 
glorious gospel of the blessed God. The beast and 
his image, are pushing with vengeance against the 
holy cause, knowing their time is short; feeling in 
their very system the near approach of their disso- 
cution. Surely, the land of Columbia is not the 
place of the beast’s nativity; nay, those unclean 
(amphibious) spirits, like frogs who come out of the 
mouth of the dragon and out of the mouth of the 
beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet, are 
in birth, transmarine, having found their way over 
the Atlantic, escaping suffocation ; a thing much to 
be lamented. But John saw them to be like frogs, 
living on lafid and in water, in church and in state. 
Thanks be to God, they have not found their way 
into the government of our happy land, not gene- 
rated here, not a production of our land, but are the 
offspring of the old churches, bred among their for- 
nications, nourished only in false governments. 
Lamentable indeed, these frogs have crept up into 
meeting-houses and school-houses, and are making 
much noise, as though spring was nigh at hand. It 
isat hand, the buds begin to put forth, the birds 
begin to sing, this is the cause why we hear so much 
clamour among the frogs; but we trust this is their 
last season. Like the plague of Egypt, these crawl- 
ing principals, these creatures that croak only in 
the night, have found their way into the kneading 
troughs, and bed-chambers of the inhabitants of the 
land. However, the leaven of truth is deposited in 
the meal contained in the kneading-troughs, and 
the result of its operations will be a thorough ex- 
termination of these execrable foreigners. We see 
that misery is the effect of sin. These plagues of 
Egypt, plague the Egyptians only. The camp of 
Israel is free from their annoyance. 

May we take the liberty to address a few words 
to the females who may attend on the o¢casion, 
Was not the first declaration of the Gospel made 
to Mary, and its prelude to Elizabeth? Was not 
the resurrection of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ, first made known te women’ Jesus, after 
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having burst the tomb, made bis first appearance 
unto Mary, and unto her the first word ever uttered 
beyond the grave was addressed; for “ He was the 
first-fruits of them that slept.” Arise, then, ve fain 
daughters of the land, and in your sphere, take an 
active part in the advancement of the important 
work, for much depends on your assistance. Ye 
who have not yet believed in the good tidings unto 
all, while in the conception of faith in the antitypi- 
eal Isaac, be not the Sarah of old, and laugh, but 
like Mary, believing, for all things are possible 
with God, and ye will yet be sensible of, and sub- 
mit willingly to his power, Ye who have believed, 
keep not back, look not back to Sodom, for much 
depends on your guardianship, to protect the family 
aid kneading-troughs from the annoyance of the 
frogs. May the presence of Almighty God, be 
with, and attend each and every member of youn 
council—may the light of Heavenly wisdom direct 
in administering all matters chat come before you— 
may the love and power of the Father of our spirits, 
be displayed in all your publie declarations, making 
His word your guide—and, finally, may the grace 
of God flow so abundantly through the ministers of 
reconciliation convened with you, that the people 
may realize the flowings of that heavenly river, 
which the prophet saw to flow from the threshold of 
the house. 

Done in behalf ofthe Church and Society. 

THEOPHILUS COTTON. 

-lustintown, slug. 30, 1822. 

 — 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

: For beheld, and there was no man ; even among 
them, and there was no counsellor, that, when | 
asked of them, could answer a word. Behold, 
they are all vanity; their works are nothing.” 
Isa. xli, 28, 29. 

Sir,—Believing it the duty of every one who 
has any interest in the well-being of society, or any 
regard for religious toleration, to use his utmost en- 
deavours in bringing to light “ the hidden things of 
darkness,” aud to expose, by every reasonable o1 
justifiable measure, the conduct of those who “ sit 
in high places,” when that conduct is not tempered 
by principles of justice and equity, 1 send you the 
following for publication in the GospeL Heraxp, 
should you think it subservient to the cause of 
truth. It would be far from my wish, Mr. Edito:, 
to bring this subject before the public, did I not con- 
ceive it as extending the evil, by neglecting to no- 
tice the perfect contempt and silence with which our 
self-styled orthodox brethren almost invariably 
meet every attempt at investigation. Does the hum- 
ble layman presume to seek their views, or ask of 
them “a reason of the hope that is in them,” 
he is sure to encounter their holy indignation ; or, 
in view of their own greatness, they wrap them- 
selves in the mantle of self-sufficiency, and treat him 
with silent contempt. Is such conduct as this, an 
emanation from that wisdom that is from above, 
which is “first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and 
easy to be entreated, full of mercy and good fruits, 
witbout partiality and without hypocrisy?” Is it in 


ne, 


accordance with the character of him, “ wlio 

as never man spake ;”’ and whose whole eo) «) se 
while tabernacled in the flesh, was one conti. 
series of kindness and benevolence toward 
erring man ? 

The following note was addressed by me to: 
Rev. Mr. Eaton, with no other motive than that ¢, 
pressed in my second letter, and my reasons {y 
ending it anonymously are therein given, 

-Vorwalk, Nov. 10th, 1822. 

“ Be ready always to give an answer to every ing 

that asketh you a reason of the hope that is im you 
with meekness and fear.” 

Rev. Sin,—Conceiving the Scriptures to be 
revelation of the will of God to his creatures, ay 
finding some passages whieh FT think are in din 
opposition to the faith you profess, 1 am led to tak 
the present opportunity of requesting you to giy 
an exposition, from the pulpit, of the following pas 
sages. Rev. iv. 11. “Thou art worthy, O Lovd, 
to receive glory, and honour, and power, for t| 
hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they a 
and were created.” I tind alsoin Eph. i. 9—10, t] 
“it ishis good pleasure to gather together in one alj 
things in Christ,” &c. Believing, as I do, thatG 
has all might to perform, wisdom to direct, 
goodness net to create beings for the purpos: 
making them endlesslv miserabie, it will first |. 
necessary to remove (this) my present faith befor: 
could subscribe to your sentiments. 

AN INQUIRE! 

On the receipt of the above, Mr. E. publish: 
the following m the Norwalk Gazette. 

A HINT TO INQUIRER. 

Some person, calling himself “dn Inquir 
has lately directed to the writer of this artic! 
anonymous note, requesting an exposition, fiom the 
pulpit, of certain passages of Scripture. There 
two reasons why he does not feel inclined to cou 
ply with the request. The first is, it is not at 
certain that the person in question would be preseu 
to hear the exposition, should it be given Th: 
other ts, that these anonymous inguirers are gen 
erally established in their own opinions before the: 
inquire, and therefore they hear with a prejudiced 
determimation not to receive the truth, however 
clearly it may be explained: that such is the fact 
with respect to this “ Inquirer,” appears fiom bis 
concluding remark. He says, “It would be firs 
necessary to remove my present faith, before I could 


subscribe to your sentiments.” 


The writer does no 
recollect that he has ever, in a single instance, ¢ 

sired any person to relinquish his own faith, anc 
subscribe to his. His grand object ever has becn, 
and he hopes ever will be, to persuade sinners t@ 
repent, to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, to fo 
sake sin, to love God with all their hearts, and their 
neighbours as themselves. If they obey these di- 
rections, I never feel disposed to inquire into their 
particular belief. Ifthe inquirer is a real humble 
penitent, and if he possesses that faith in Christ 
which works by love, purifies the heart, and by 
which he overcomes the world, I have no desire to 





remove it; but if he has only a dead faith, St. James 
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would ask, “ Can faith save him ? 
would declare, “ He that believeth not shall be 
damned.” Let him therefore go to his Bib‘e and 
to us closet, if he wishes to obtain a saving know- 


, 


and the Saviow 


ledve of the truth, remembering the direction of an 
apostle, “If any of you lack wisdom let him ask of 
God.” 

The writer, however, would inform this inquiret 
that the passages to which he refers, do not oppose 
in the least, any sentiment which he holds, while 
they in reality establish doctrines very different 
from the faith of the inquirer. And while the sub- 
scriber hopes to be always ready to hear and coun- 
elsincere and humble inquirers after truth, he does 
not feel bound, either by honour or duty, to pay any 
regard to anonymous, aud, as he believes, quibbling 
inguirers ! A CLERGYMAN. 

-Vorwalk, Nov. 12, 1822. 

The above did not come within my observation 
intil three or four weeks after it was first published. 
in the mean time, I regularly attended his meet- 
ing, expecting every Sabbath to hear the subject 
noticed with that candour which I thought was due 
from a person in his station ; and which I never for 
a moment doubted I should find in him. Conscious 
of being actuated by upright motives in first ad- 
dressing him, immediately on observing his “ hints,” 
{ directed to him the following communication, en- 
deavouring to obviate every objection he brought in 
his “hints,” to complying with my request ; and 
again requesting his attention to the subject, in con- 
nexion with some other passages. 

Norwalk, Dec. 22, 1822. 

Rev. and Dear Sir,—It is but a day or two since 
I noticed the Norwalk Gazette, containing your 
“ Hints,” as they are termed, to “.4n Inquirer.” Ob- 
serving that one of your principal objections to com- 
plying with the request of “.4n Inquirer,” is, be- 
cause his note was anonymous ; I teel free, Sir, to 
acknowledge myself the writer of it; and in doing 
this, Iam actuated by no desire of producing con- 
woversy, Or setting myself up as your opponent. 
Had your remarks come within my observation 
when first published, I certainly should have taken 
an earlier opportunity of addressing you; but as it 
is, vou will excuse the delay. I aim far from wish- 
ing to adopt a course of conduct which I should be 
ashamed to have known to the world, or resorting 
toa cloak to conceal my actions from my fellow- 
mortals. In view of this, my principal motive in 
addressing my first note to you anonymously, was, 
to avoid any appearance of ostentation. There 
were other circumstances, it is true, which had some 
weight; I was young, Sir, and felt unwilling to take 
any measure which was likely to produce a contro- 
Versy with one so much my superior in years and 
erperience; or to adopt any course by which I 
should be taxed as presumptuous. I conceived also 
that a note, even if it was anonymous, dictated in 
the spirit in which I endeavoured to do mine, would 
command your candid attention from the pulpit. 
But in this I have been disappointed. Instead of 
receiving an answer through the medium I request- 
ed, yon have attempted a reply through a public 








Journal, without ever giving the texts of Scripture 
I referred you to, and by styling me a “ quibbling 
inquirer,” without any previous knowledge of the 
sincerity of my intentions. 

You was pleased to state also, that it was “ jot at 
all certain the writer would be present to hear the 
explanation.” In this, my dear Sir, you was mis- 
taken; for, had you repled within a reasonable 
time, I certainly should have heard it. You ob- 
serve, * These anonymous inguirers are generally 
established in their own opinions ;” and add, “ that 
such is the fact with respect to this inquirer, as ap- 
pears from his concluding remark, &c.” It is true, 
Sir, Lam at present convinced in my opinion, but if 
this opinion 1s erroneous, no one would be more 
ready to renounce it than myself. Trutra alone is 
ny object. We are exhorted to “ prove all things, 
hold fast that which is good.” And I would in can- 
dour ask you, Sir, whether the fact of my being con- 
vinced in my present opinion, ought to be any ob- 
jection to your giving the desired explanation ? Can 
you suppose a person would apply to you for infor- 
mation, without any previous opinion at all, of his 
own? This, Sir, I am sure you could not expect. 

You observe, further, “that the writer does not 
recollect that he has, ina single instance, desired 
any person to relinquish his own sentiments, and 
subscribe to his.” This, Sir, I believe [ never al- 
leged against you; and my only object in address- 
ing you my communication, was, to have vou favour 
me with your ideas of the passages in question, and 
to see whether they could be reconciled with the 
doctrine you profess, or would operate against that 
held by myself. As the principal objections urged 
by yourself seem to be obviated, if you should feel 
disposed to take any farther notice of the subjeet, by 
giving an explanation in the pulpit, in that candour 
and liberality which I think I have a right to expect 
from a minister of the gospel of peace, I shall hear 
you with pleasure, on your addressing me a line 
through the post-office, to that effect, giving the 
time when you will take it up. You will please to 
consider the quotation from Revelation, and the 
first chapter of Paul’s Epistle to the Ephesians, 
particularly the 9th and 10th verses, in connexion 
with the declaration of the Psalmist, Psa. xxii.°27, 
28, and the period when “ all shall know the Lord, 
from the least to the greatest ;” when he “ will put 
his law into their minds, and write it on their 
hearts,” &c. (Heb. viii. 10, 11.) Again assuring 
you of my wish and determination to avoid contro- 
versy, from a conscious inability, and, if I were ea- 
pable, from a conviction of its being unprofitable, I 
would subscribe myself with esteem, though 6 
Yours, &e. 

H. C. LOBDELL. 


stranger, 


REV. SYLVESTER EATON. 

To the above I have received no reply whatever. 
From some motive or other he chose to pass the 
subject in perfect silence ; and I would appeal to 
every candid, unprejudiced person, and ask, Can 
that motive (under existing circumstances,) be wor- 
thy? Must we not rather attribute it to an ina! ility 
in him to reconcile it to the doctrine he professes ; 
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his declaration in his “ hint” to the contrary not- 


withstanding ? Is it agreeable to the injunction, 
« Be ready always to give an answer to EVERY 
MAN (no exception even of ‘anonymous’ or 


'!) that asketh you a reason 


‘quibbling inquirers’ ! 
ot the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear 7” 
Is it in unison with the example and exhortation of 
the great apostle, (2 Cor. vi. 3—10,) who exhorts 
his brethren to’“ give no offence in any thing that 
the ministry be not blamed, but in all things ap- 
proving ourselves as the ministers of God; in much 
patience, in afflictions, in necessities, in distresses, 
In stripes, in imprisonments, in tumults, in labours, 


Watchings, m tastings, by pure ness, by know- 


suffering, by kindness, by the Holy 


n 
ledge, by lon 
Ghost, by 


the power of God, by the armour of righteousness, 


love unfeigned, by the word of truth, by 


on the right hand and on the left; by honour and 
dishonour, by evil report and good report: as de- 
ceivers, and yet true; as unknown, and yet well 
known ; 


and not killed; as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing ; 


ind behold, wé live: as chastened, 


Ty ¥ 
isayie, 


as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, 


” 
and yel possessing all things. 


Wirat, E would ask, must we think of that person, 


who, in the sacred character of a minister of the 


gospel, sets himself forward as a teacher of his fel- 
low-men in the all-important concerns of eternity, 
and in the presence of the Searcher of all hearts, 
solemnly binds hunself to watch over the interests 
of his fellow-candidates for et rmity,—to comfort 
the afflicted, to enlighten the ignorant, to encourage 
the doubtful; and yet, when questioned on that sub- 


ye ‘ 
feelings and requests of his fellow-creatures ? Those 


dearer to man than life, thus trifles with the 
very persons for whom he professes so much love, 
and for the salvation of whose souls he expresses an 
unbounded desire. Would not the practice of such 
persons comport more with their profession, did 
they, on discovering a fellow-creature in error, en- 
deayour by every means in their power, to enlighten 
him in the path of duty; and, instead of treating 
him with pharisaic mdifference artd even contempt, 
strive by the mild and persuasive principles of the 
gospel of peace, to instruct him in the way of truth 
and righteousness? Shall we not irresistibly be 


led to attach to them the character of false teachers, 


and find, when we scan their conduct, they are of 


that class who are spoken of in the Scriptwes, who 


“ say and do not ;—who make clean the outside of 


the platter, but within are full of extortion and ex- 
cess?” 

I regret, Mr. Editor, the necessity of this plain- 
ness of speech, and could from my heart wish it had 
been otherwise ; but the occasion, I think, demands 
it. The cause of truth and vinTUOUS LIBERTY 


DEMANDS IT. I am young, I am sensible, (scarcely 


nineteen,) and, perhaps, erroneous in my views.—If 


so, inexperience must plead my excuse. If, how- 
ever, I am capable of any just conceptions of right 
and wrong, I cannot but view the conduct of the 
reverend gentleman in question, as widely different 
from that test, that standard laid down in Scripture. 


I donot so much wonder at his first objection ; im- 





— —— -— — 


deed, had I considered for a moment what might hy 
the consequence, I should have attached my nary, 
without any hesitation ; but my surprise in a ereay 
measure arises from the fact, that, after having given 
my reason for the course I pursued, endeavour; : 
as far as lay in my power to obviate his objections, 
and after he had virtually acknowledged his obli: 
tion (in his “hint,”) to give the desired explay 
tion, provided those objections did not exist, jy 
should thus pass the subject with total indifference, 
I am really, Mr. Editor, at a loss to find a motive fi 
be 


such conduct, unless it may hat my youth ay 


inexperience, in his estimation, rendered the r jtiest 
unworthy of notice ; and even in this case, it a 
pears to me, he cannot stand acquitted. For, if | 
is in reality a walchman of Zion, he is bound by t) 
strongest obligations to hold his post with faith{y 
ness, that he may be enabled to sound the tocsin 9; 
alarm, on the first approach of the enemy, (ERRok, 
and to use every exertion in vanquishing him fr 
the field. 


sentiments erroneous and inconsistent with revela- 


If he discovered that I did, indeed, h 


tion, was it not his duty to endeavour, by every 
tional means, to undeceive me, and point me to | 
way of truth, of righteousness, and of HEAVEN > | 
stead of this, we find him merely declaring “| 
the passages to which [ referred do not in the leas 
oppose any sentiment which he holds, while they 
reality establish doctrines very different from | 
faith of the inquirer.” If this was really the cas 
why did he not come forward and show what | 
faith of the inquirer was, and wherein it diff 
from the doctrine incu!cated in the passages 
ted ? 


Point out the error of the former, and 1 


the true import of the latver; and iftruth ison his 


side, by this means he might perhaps have reaped a 


double advantage in convincing an ingutrer, and of 
confirming his own hearers still stronger in ti 


present belief, and what 


truth. 


they coneeive to -t¢ 


Not accustomed to appear before the public as 
writer, and withal, poorly qualified for the task, | 
shall leave the subject before them, with this sing! 
appeal to the candid and unbiassed—Has his 1 
dour been such as we could reasonably have ex 
pected from a professed minister of our blessed 
Lord and Master? And if decided in the negative, 
as I think it must be, leave it with them to dete: 
mine what degree of sincerity shall be attributed to 
him, in the cause in which he is professedly eng 
ged ! HENRY C. LQBDELL 

-Vorwalk, (Conn.) 


—>———— 
SLANDER GNAWING HER FORKED TONGCTE. 


We extract the following from the “ Oriental 
Star,” published at Albany. We have but 
thing to say to this slanderer—Sir, whoever you 
are, we hope you will become a better man than you 
are at present. 

*.* The Editor of the “ Oriental Star” will con- 
fer a favour by giving this an insertion in his 
paper. 

“When corrupt and unprincipled men exert 


one 
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hele influence, and employ their talents to spread 
jiscord and dismay, to undermine the pillars of vir- 
ue and religion, to eradicate from the mind of the 
vicious every incentive to duty—they merit, and 
ht to receive the unqualified reprobation of all 
good men. 

And such ts the character of the Universalist. 
When, by Ais crimes, lie has forfeited all hopes of 
teaven, he affects to believe that all men will be 
saved: Valnly hoping thus to furnish an excuse to 


the world for his conduct, and reconcile the gnaw- 
ings of conscience, ‘the worm that dieth not.” 


~—<— ff 
“ ANTI-UNIVERSALISM.” 
PART I. 
(Continued from p. 307.) 

Such, fellow-immortal, are the assurances given 
us of a future and eternal state of rewards and pun- 
ishments. They might be illustrated by the general 

ope of divine revelation, and a great variety of ar- 
cument, but we shall only advert to one of these: 
iamely, that mére suffering has no tendency to 
change the heart, or to prepare the soul for the ex- 
ercises and the enjoyments of heaven: therefore, 
we ave informed that “Now is the accepted time : 
now ts the day of satvation.” Ol! then, be not 
Giod 
soweth, that shall he also reap. 
the flesh, shall of the flesh reap corruption ; but he 


is not mocked: whatsoever a man 
He that soweth to 


deceived, 


that soweth to the spirit, shall of the spirit reap life 
everlasting. Si-ce, then, he who came from hea- 
ven to earth On an embassage of love and peace, has 
in merey assured us that if we die in our sins, 
where he is thither we cannot come, let us listen to 
his gracious Warnings and promises. In so doing, 
iiere is 00 Occasion for any one to resort to the piti- 
jul subterfuges of Universalism. “ Look unto me,” 
ue his inviting words, “all ye ends of the earth, 
ud be ye saved; for I am God, and there is none 
lse. Incline your ear and come unto me; hear, 
ind your souls shall live !’? Thus the offended par- 
iv:—* the true God and eternal life,” having en- 
lured the penalty of his own law in human nature, 
idresses those who have transgressed it, and as- 
sures them that whosoever cometh unto him he will 
lino wise cast out. But this will not always be the 
ise, (I beg that Matt. vii. may be read,) “ many 
shall say unto me in that day, Lord, Lord !—and 
then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: 
depart from me, ye that work iniquity.” If such 
plain and unequivocal language will not arouse men 
to a consideration of the things that belong to their 
peace, may they not expect to be permitted to dream 
on, until they be “ hid from their eyes?” Nothing 
short of “ the wrath of the Lamb,” whose sacrifice 
they have rejected, will be poured out on all who 
reject his counsel. © “ Because I have called, and ye 
Have refused—I also will laugh at your calamity.” 
Now he says, “ Turn ye at my reproof. Behold, | 
will pour out my Spirit upon you, I will make 
known my words unto you.” ©! then read them, 
believe them, and be saved ; rejoice in hope of fu- 
ture glory, and live to his praise who hath called you 
eut of darkness into his marvellous light.” 





REMARKS. 

“ Such, fellow-immortal,” says Mr. T. of his pre- 
tended enumeration of passages from the Scriptures, 
“are the assurances given us of a future and eternal 
Reader, Mr. 
T.’s “assurances,” divested of his alterations and 


state of rewards and punishments!” 


additions, &c. say not so much as one word of a fu- 
ture state of punishment!!! 
If this 


the public sanction as Scripture whatever this wri- 


Surely, this man has 
assurance. foisting is to be tolerated, and 
ter shall palm upon them, then a theology may be 
invented which will not only be subversive of Uni 
versalism, but of common honesty, and common 
It appears that Mr. T.’s “ assurances might 
be illustrated by the general scope of divine 1evela- 


sense. 


tion, and a great variety of arguments, but,” says 
Mr. T., “ we shall 
that 


change the heart, or 


only advert to one of them, 


namely, mere suffering has no tendency to 
to prepare the soul for the ex- 
ercises and the enjoyments of heaven.” Then, we 
say, Why torment mankind endlessly, if no good can 
Mr. T. adds, “ Therefore,” 
cause this is the case, “now is the accepted time,” 
xc. 
born, and will continue, when his body, memory 


result from it? be- 


The “accepted time” was betore Mr. 'T. was 


and writings, shall be consigned to oblivion ! 

Mr. T. will please to notice, they who “ sow to the 
flesh, of the flesh shall reap corruption.” — Also, that 
they “ who sow to the Spirit, reap lite everlasting ” 
The har- 
vest will not be thousands of years hence, in Mr. 
T.’s future state. “ Behold, the righteous shall be 
recompensed in the earth ; much more the wicked 
If Mr. T. could hiave 
the privilege of altering this passage to suit his 


They reap, in both cases, when they sow ! 


and the sinner.” Prov. xi. 31. 


views, as his practice is, we presume it would read 
very differently! In our last Number we explained 
the everlasting and eternal lite, &c. 

We have read many productions of the enemies 
ef the truth, but never did we meet with one so dis~ 
gusting as this Tract!!! Look at the following— 
(=? “ He who caine from heaven to earth, on an 
embassage of love and peace, has in merey assured 
us, that if we die in our sins, where he is, thither we 
cannot come!” Reader, this is a base attempt, un- 
der the sanction of piety, to impose upon the igno- 
It is a rank falsehood! The 
Scriptures contain no such language or assurance ! 





rant and unwary. 


We declare to Mr. T., in unqualified terms, that he 
is imposing upon the public, and offering them for 
Scripture, the inventions of his own corrupt head 
and heart! These are serious charges, and we will 
both make and maintain them. 
have been the dupes of pretenders too long. 


The world at large 
The 
time has arrived when the mask should be pulled off, 
and the false priests and false prophets be left to 
plod their way, unsupported by any other preten 
sions than those of their own making. Ifthe Scrip 
tures are arevelation of God’s word and will, we en- 
treat all men to give them a preference over the in- 
ventions and declarations of the writer of this Tract 
If the Scriptures are truth, hear them; and if Mr. 
T.’s scripture, which he has made, be the truth, 
hear it. But, remember, they both cannot be truth, 


Me 
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for they are contradictory! Reader, examine for a 


moment, the declarations of this man. He speaks 
of “an embassage of love and peace.” What is it ? 
Ans. Endless misery!!! “Ir you die in your 
sins’—What is to be the consequence? Endless 
wretchedness! Did Jesus Christ declare this? Mr. 
T. says he did. But, we say he never did; and 
challenge Mr. T. to name the ehapter and verse 
which contains his pretended quotation. Paul says, 
Rom. v. 12, “ Therefore, as by one man sin entered 
into the world, and death by sin ; and so death pas- 
sed upon all men, for that all have sinned.” Now, 
if Mr. T.’s bible, which he has invented, be truth, 
all men will be endlessly excluded from Christ ; for 
all men die in their sins. Cana man find life in 
We think not. “To be carnally minded is 
death.” Paul died in his sins. Mr. T. has passed 
sentence upon him. Reader, beware how you fol- 
low this blind guide ! How applicable are the words 
of God, by his prophet, to the writer of this thing, 
nicknamed a tract! “ For they prophesy falsely unto 
you in my name ; I have not sent them, saith the Lord. 
For I know the thoughts that I think towards you, 
saith the Lord, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, 
to give you an expected erd.” Jer. xxix. 9, 11. 

Mr. 'T., after inventing the scripture beforemen- 
tioned, adds, “ Let us listen to his gracious warn- 
ings and promises ; [i.e. Mr. T.’s, for Christ never 
g:ve any such “ gracious warnings,”) in so doing, 
there is no occasion for any one to resort to the piti- 
ful subterfuges of Universalism!” Reader, with 
the testimony we have produced, staring you in the 
face, will you resort to the (not pitiful, but) wicked 
subterfuges of the writer of this thing called a tract ? 
God forbid! 

Mr. T. after quoting from Isaiah, says, “thus the 
offended party; ‘the true God and eternal life,’ 
having endured the penalty of his own law in human 
nature, addresses those,” &c. Mr. T. is quite ori- 
ginal in his phraseology. It is surely a new idea, 
that “ eternal life” should endure the penalty of the 
Was the everliving God put to death? The 
Scriptures assert no such thing. It is time these 
monstrous absurdities were exploded. Was God 
“the offended party?” Did God, “the offended 
party,” suffer the penalty of his own law, to appease 
himself? Horrible doctrine this!’ Let Mr. T. bring 
this matter home to his “ own business and bosom.” 
He is a schoolmaster. Is he offended with his scho- 
lars, he suffers the whipping in their stead, and the 
whipping reconciles him!!! We advise him to re- 
duce his theological principles to practice. When 
his scholars deserve a whipping, to thrash himself, 
and then to tell his pupils that he is reconciled to 
them, and will forgive them, &c. But the Serip- 
tures assure us, that “God so leved the world”— 
that “God commendeth his love toward us in that 
while we were yet sinners, Christ dted for us.” Do 
the words loved and love, mean that God was offend- 
ed with man? The Scriptures assure us, that “ God 
was in Christ reconciling the world unto himself, 
{How ?] not imputing unto them their trespasses.” 
Does this look like God’s being offended? If God 
had been offended with the world, most assuredly 


sin ? 


law! 


he would have unputed unto the world their tes: 
passes! The world is the “offended party,” 1; 
God, and because the world was the “ ctfende 
party,” “God was in Christ reconciling the wor 
unto himself,” and not himself unto the world 
Reader, this is as plain as the light from the sup, 
when he blazes in the splendour of his meridia 
glorv. 

Mr. T. says, of Christ’s receiving those who coy. 
unto him, “ But this will not always be the cas: 
I beg that Matt. vii. may be read, * many shall s, 
unto me in that day, Lord, Lord, and then wijj] 
profess unto them, I never knew you; depart from 
me, ye that work iniquity.’” 
this chapter may be read. Consider the “ kingdom oj 


We also request that 


Heaven to be the gospel-church state, in this mode 
of being. The Pharisees of old would not ent: 
this kingdom, nor suffer others to go in. Modern 
Pharisees are now crying, “ Lord, Lord,” and say. 
ing, that which Mr. 'T. was pleased to omit in his 
quotation ; namely—* Have we not prophesied jn 
thy name ? And in thy name done many wonderful 
works 2?” What wonderful work has Mr. T. done. 
in the name of Christ? Look at his Tract. Se: 
his numerous perversions of the Scriptures, his al- 
ierations of, and additions to, the sacred Book. 
* Now is the accepted time,” says Mr. T., and now 
itis said to him, “ Depart from me, ye that work 
iniquity!” If it is not iniquity to pervert and alter 
the Scriptures in the abominable manner this tract 
writer has done, we do not know the meaning of tly 
term ! 

God, we acknowledge, for wise and good pwr- 
poses, permits the things that belong to the pece 
of men to be hid from their eyes. But, please : 
remember, that unless there were things that be- 
longed to the peace of men, there would be none t» 
hide! How long shall they be hidden? Ans 
“ He will destroy in this mountain the face of t: 
covering cast over all people, and the veil that « 
spread over all nations. He will swallow up dew 
in victory ; and the Lord God will wipe away teus 
from off all faces,” &c. Isa. xxv. 7, 8. 

Mr. T. then speaks of the “ wrath of the Lamb.” 
Reader, the “ wrath of the Lamb of God,” and the 
wrath of the tiger of Calvia, are two things! Th: 
Lamb of God never said that he would “ laugh at 
the calamity” of sinners! He wept for the calami- 
ty of man. Nay, He bled—and in the last long 
agony of a cruel death, cried, of his very murderers, 
“ Father, forgive them, for they know not what thry 
do!!!” 

-Vote—Prov. i. is the passage whence Mr. T.’s quo- 
tation, in its mutilated state, is taken. It is wisdom, 
personified, laughing at folly. Instead of the Lam! 
of God destroying men, we read, “ For the turning 
away of the simple shall slay them, and the pros 
perity of fools shall destroy them. But whoso 
hearkeneth unto me [Mr.T.? No! To wisdom.) 
shall dwell safely, and shall be quiet from fear of 
evil.” Reader, we appeal to you. If there was? 
future bell of interminable wretchedness prepare! 
for man, and man was in danger of going to", 





would not there be an eri for him to fear, an? 
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would not his condition be any thing but a safe one ? 
Folly, in the guise of pious tract writers, would 
alarm men, and disturb their peace, with stories of 
danger. But wisdom says, “ Whoso hearkeneth 
unto me shall dwell safely, and shall be qutef from 
fear of evil.” HALLELUJAH. 
(To be continued.) 
—~>—- 
From the New-York American. 
We have scrupulously avoided any publications 


that had reference to, or could involve us in contro- 





versy at all connected with, religious opinions ; and 
we are only induced to give place to the following 
as an act of justice to the individual whose name is 
attached to it, and who has been refused the means 
of saying in his own behalf, in the Commercial 
Advertiser, what he deemed proper for the public 
to hear, and what does not appear to us objection- 
idle for them to know: 

To the Editors of the Commercial Advertiser. 

When I published my communication in the Post 


of the 15th inst. in reply to the Rev. 5. H. Cox, I 


had no idea of publishing any thing more on the 


subject, but leave it in its simplicity—the vile de- 


iunciations of Vindicator, I thought could not be 
received by any portion of my fellow citizens, ex- 
ept those whose false religious zeal had destroyed 
» them, common sense and honesty ; but finding m 
‘he Commercial Advertiser of the 23d inst. the fol- 
lowing declarations, made by the Editors, and on 
the authority of Mr. Cox himself. viz: 

“'That Mr. Cox did not ascribe the yellow fever 
the wickeduess of Universalists, or their doctrines, 
ind that he did not state, or attempt to state, any 
specific causes of that calamity in the sermon refer- 
red to, or in any other sermon. That he has no 
,nowledge of the author of the piece signed ‘ Vin- 

ator.’ 

-That he does not think it incumbent on him to 
‘ake any formal notice of letters containing accusa- 
ions and misrepresentations, founded on vague 
\umours, Whether sent anonymously or otherwise : 
iiany man has a personal complaint against him, 
‘he proper way is to call on him in person.” 

I feel it my duty to state more fully the occasion 
had for addressing Mr. C. as I did. Immediately 
iter the sermon alluded to was preached, it became 
4 matter of considerable conversation, and the more 
so, as Mr. C. had found a cause so different from 
auother chargymen, who had attributed the fever to 
opposing the clergy in’ their interference in regu- 


lating the Sabbath. I conversed with a number of 


persons who heard the sermon, and always used the 
words L addressed to Mr. C., and not one even hinted 
Thad not quoted them correctly; and the reason 
for referring to but ene person in my letter to Mr. 
C. was, that from him I took a minute of the words 
at the time, that I might in no case do injustice to 
Mr. C.; and Ido think Mr. Stone must have a very 
bad memory indeed, if he cannot recollect much 
that would goto prove what I have said, as he did 
aztee at the time to publish a reply if I would write 
one. Since that time I have called on a number of 
persons who heard the sermon, to learn if it were 





sediie i a have been mistaken, and if so I 
would have made the acknowledgment with plea- 
sure. The result, however, is quite the reverse, and 
I have the names of those whe are willing to testify 
to the truth of my statement, if necessary ; but sup- 
pose, after all my solicitude to speak the truth, I had 
been mistaken in my communication to Mr. C., 1 
would ask any and every candid and honest man, 
what answer I ought to have looked for from a per 

son claiming for himself, and acknowledged by 
others, to be a preacher of that gospel which pro- 
claims “ peace on earth and good will towards men 2?” 
Would it not have been “Friend, you ave misin 

formed: give me an opportunity, and I will with 
pleasure state what I did say:” instead of which, 
“ Procul, O procul, este profani.” The denial on 
the part of Mr. C. would lead many to suppose | 
had charged him with laying the yellow fever ex- 
clusively to the wickedness of the Universalists ox 
their doctrines, when my words were that he “ did 
enumerate among the sins for which God had 
afflicted,” &c. Ihope this was not done from de- 
sign, for if it was it would be justly called pre- 
varicating. 

I fondly hope the statement now given will satisfy 
my fellow citizens who did not hear the sermon, 
that I did not address Mr. C. on vague rumours, as 
he would wish te make them believe; and, with 
respect to Mr. C, and his congregation, I would 
leave them to settle the business in the best way 
they can, hoping it will result in their mutual in- 
struction and benefit. 

WALTER TITUS 
— 
From the (Philadelphia) Universalist Magazine. 
THE REV. MR. THOMPSON. 

It is too often the case, that when a man in any 
respect changes his sentiment, and comes off from 
a religious society with which he has been once 
considered in any degree connected, when also it 
is found that he cannot be convinced of his sup- 
posed error, for the society which he thus forsakes 
to endeavour to traduce his character or blast his 
reputation. And such, we are sorry to say, appears 
to us tohave been the conduct of the Methodists 
towards the Rev. Mr. Thompson, whom they once 
claimed as a bold and able champion in their 
cause, but who has recently made public declara- 
tion of his belief in the doctrine of “the restitution 
of all things,” or in other words, the doctrine of 
Universal Salvation. We feel it our duty to men- 
tion this circumstance, in justice to ourselves as 
well as Mr. T. For having been called upon in 
writing, from New-York, to give some information 
relative to Mr. T., and having given in answer what 
we then believed to be correct, as coming from Mr. 
T. himself, though reported to us by one of the 
Methodists, who seems now to be his enemy, and 
having recently conversed with Mr. T., (for the 
first time on this subject) we are constrained now 
to say that Mr. T. utterly denies ever having admit- 
ted, much Jess stated, the circumstances alluded te 
in said report; and that Mr. T. further states, that 
until he came into this country, ne impropriety of 
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conduct was ever charged upon him, that no im- | 
peachment lay against him, neither had there been | 
in intimation of wrong on his part, to the best of 
his knowledge, in relation to the sunple fact which 
has by him been admitted; and although he was a 
preacher betove, as well as at the tine, and tor 
years after the event took place, and had not ceased 
to preach, he continued in good fellowship. Not 
only so, but it appears that he continued to enjoy 
the good graces of the Methodists, till it was found 
that he was either not so methodistical (or else not so 
firm) in his faith as had been fondly anticipated. 
Finding, therefore, that this matrimonial story was 
not hely to answer their purpose, another attempt 
has been made, which, though it flew among the 
pious ones, for a tew days, like electricity, has pro- 
ved more short lived than the other, and finally, like 
that, has recoiled upon the heads of its authors. A 
watchman finding a man late at night, sitting under 
the market, asked him what he was doing, and re- 
ceived for answer, “ Lam following Christ!” Per- 
eeiving that the man was in a state of intoxication 
he was conducted nigh his home, or nigh where he 
said his home was, and left to make his way as he 
eould. The answer the man gave, as it would seem, 
and what other circumstances we know not, sug- 
cested the idea that this might be fixed upon the 
object of Methodistical hate. It was easy, therefore, 
to add these words to the man’s answer; viz. “J 
am the Rev. Mr. Thompson!!!" This would give 
it currency, as it certainly did, and such, as we are 
informed, was actually the report among the Meth- 
odists. In this shape it came to some of our friends, 
and through them to Mr. T., who lost no time in 
tracing it immediately to its source; when it was 
found that it had grown out of the simple cireum- 
stance stated above, and also, that Mr. T. would 
find no difficulty in proving that he was at home 
when it was said to have taken place. Now, why 
they should undertake to fix such a slander upon 
Mr. Thompson, is, we must confess, to us, very 
surprising; when, to all appearance, and from all 
that we have ever heard, there is not a more steady 
and temperate man in the city than the man whom 
they have attempted thus to abuse and villify. O 
shame, where is thy blush! “Ye know not what 
manner of spirit ye ave of.” We have written the 
ibove under a full conviction that it is due to our- 
selves, since we are still giving countenance to Mr. 
T. as a preacher, and no more than what is also 
due both to him and his opposers. EDITOR. 
_— —_ 
A WORD TO THE WISE. 

St. Paul preached the Gospel without being bur- 
densome. In every case the labourer is worthy of 
his hire. He who labours for the cause of God, 
should be supported by the cause of God; but wo 
to that man who aggrandizes himself, and grows 
rich by the spoils of the faithful! And to him espe- 
cially who has made a fortune out of the pence oi 
the poor. In such a man’s heart, the love of money 
must have its throne. As to his professed spiritu- 
ality, it is nothing; he isa whtied sepulchre, and 





an abomination in the sight of the Lerd. If a man 


will have the world, (and he does love it, who 


makes a fortune by the offerings of the poor,) t} 


love of the Father is not in him. 
Clarke’s Com. on 2 Cor, xij. 


—~>— : 
THE POPE IN DANGER. 

The grand jury of the city of Philadelphia hy 
presented the Pope of Rome as a nuisance!!! 4 
a troubler of their city. The old Pope is beset 
all sides. His own liege subjects, or some of they 
denounce him as a * foreign monster!” Should 1 
Pope retaliate, and load a ship with curses, or a 
themas, ifthe grand jury escape, it will be owiy 
the impotency of the papal fulminations. — It sJ 
seem from this, the opposition of the Philad 
Roman Catholics, that they are becoming P 
lestants ! 

CHURCH AFFAIRS. 

“The differences among the congregations of & 
Mary’s church, Philadelphia, appear to be wid 
by a late rescript of the Pope, which it was th 
would heal them. The trustees and a few pew 
holders, had a meeeting to take the subject 
consideration— The result was (says a commy 
tion in the Centinel) that the gentlemen pres 
voluntarily subscribed five thousand dollars, t 
appropriated to resist this fore ign monster !” 

> 
“THE HERALD OF SALVATION.” 

A new periodical work has commenced, 
issued semi-morthly, in Watertown, (N. Y.) at 
dollar per annum, edited by the Rev. Pitt M 
From the known talents of the Editor, and 
the appearance of the three first numbers of tle 
work (the only ones which have yet come to hai 
we think it bids fair to be very useful in that sé 
of the country. Phila. Univer. Mag 

—~>— 
ANOTHER VICTIM. 
Wilmington, Jan. 7, 182 

Surcipr. On Tuesday last, a young man by ti 

name of Joshua Huss, who had been boarding in 


this borough for some time previous, put a perio! @ 
his existence by cutting his own throat with a raz 
For some days prior to the execution of the {* 
deed, he had laboured under a mental depressio! 
occasioned by having had an alarming dream, whi 
had aroused his fears respecting a future state ot °\ 
istence, and some other causes. He had borne 4 
good character while in our borough, and was * 
understand, a native of Lancaster County. It me 
be a gratification to his friends, to learn that his re 
inains were interred in a manner corresponding Wi 
the character which he had borne. 
— 
NOTICE. 

The “ Society for the Investigation and Establishment ® 
Gospel Truth,” will meet at Mr. Tolerton’s Academy, ! 
Chrystie-sweet, every Friday Evening, at  hall-past 


o'clock. 


eas 
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